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February 9, 2007

Brian G. Lau
Fair Political Practices Commission S ;t;

.." 'i,.428 J Street, SUIte 800 ,-., ~? .or-
S C 95 ~ r..'; :!"acramento, A 814 -i-" ~o 0

W vo:.
c:--:°:Re: Proposed Amendment to Regulation 18944.2 ;? ~:.:,:o::

== :'::'~c:.
Dear Mr. Lau: ;;; t~o

t:=., ~
This letter is written on behalf of the California State Association of Counties

("CSAC") Conflict of Interest Committee to express its support for proposed regulation
18944.2. The clarification that would allow a donor to make monetary payment for goods
and services directly to the vendor is a very practical improvement which still preserves
the principle that the gift must go to the agency for control and distribution rather than to
the individual:.

Many times these gifts to the agency involve a trip where a vendor is dealing with
one travel agent in order to obtain a group rate, fc~' example, a Chamber of Commerce
may organize a trade trip or a trip to a sister city and it is convenient, once the County has
designated who it will send, to have the Chamber deal directly with the travel agent to
include the County representative.

Your proposed regulation would confirm the propriety of such an arrangement.

Very truly yours,

JOHN J. S1' County Counsel

T}I1f
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, Chief Peputy
TJH:iec


